
 
 

How to rock the PSSA test: A guide 
  PSSA tests are challenging! This how-to guide will remind  
  you of some helpful hints. The PSSA measures not only  

  your reading skills, but your test-taking skills, too! This  
  packet will help you succeed in both areas! Practice   

  applying these important tips. With a clear mind (and a  
  few deep breaths!), nothing will stop you from showing off  

  all that you know and can do! (Cue “Eye of the Tiger”  
  music now.)  

 
 

 

TIP #1: LEARN ABOUT DIFFERENT TYPES OF QUESTIONS 
*For multiple choice questions: 

 Identify = locate specific information in the text 
 Summarize = restate important ideas and details from multiple 

paragraphs or sources 
 Infer = draw a logical conclusion using information or evidence 

 
*For open-ended questions: 

 Compare/Contrast = explain both the similarities (comparisons) 
and differences (contrasts) between the two things you are 

asked to consider 
 Paraphrase = restate information in somewhat different words to 

simplify and clarify 
 Explain = express understanding of an idea or concept 

 REMEMBER: 

 Read the question you are being asked TWICE! 
 Make sure you provide EXACTLY the response you 

are being asked to give! 
 Look for a key word! 

 Write in complete sentences, not a bulleted list! 
 Be specific and accurate—stick to the facts! 

 RESTATE THE QUESTION IN YOUR ANSWER! 
 

TIP #2: READ THE DIRECTIONS AND QUESTIONS CAREFULLY 
 Make sure you understand what you are being asked to do. 

 Ask yourself—“Do I understand each question?” before you 
select an answer. 

 Don’t jump ahead! Read the ENTIRE question and consider ALL 
answer choices before choosing your answer! 



TIP #3: DO A CLOSE “FIRST READ” OF EACH PASSAGE 

 Read EVERY word! Don’t skim or skip over anything. 
 Save your concern with understanding every little detail on your 

second read. For the first read, just get a sense of what the 
important ideas are and where they are mentioned in the 

passage. 
 

TIP #4: CHOOSE ANSWERS BASED ON THE PASSAGE ITSELF 
 Multiple choice questions are designed to test how well you read, 

not how much you already know about the topic of the passage. 
 Remember this tip for open-ended questions, too. 

 
TIP #5: GO BACK TO THE PASSAGE FOR THE CORRECT ANSWER 

 To scan means to run your eyes quickly over a passage, looking 
for certain words or information. 

 NEVER SCAN A PASSAGE DURING THE FIRST READ! 

 After your first read, go back and scan the passage for important 
words from the question. 

 
TIP #6: CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER TO EACH QUESTION 

 Each multiple choice question will have only one correct answer. 
 Sure, they all might look good, but one will always be better 

than the rest. 
 Words such as best, most, and least in a test question are 

reminders that you should look for the strongest choice among 
those listed. 

 
TIP #7: ANSWER EVERY QUESTION  

 Make your best guess! 
 Even with a guess, you at least have a chance of getting the 

question right!  NOT answering is a sure way to get it wrong! 

 Before guessing, get rid of choices that seem to be wrong. Doing 

this increases your chance of picking the right one. 

 
TIP #8: USE COMPLETE SENTENCES FOR SHORT-ANSWERS 

 ALWAYS respond to short-answer questions in complete 
sentences.  

 Restate the question in your response. 
 Write your complete sentences in YOUR BEST HANDWRITING! 

 
TIP #9: ON TEST DAY, RELAX  

 Practice the material you’ve learned and your new skills will 
shine! 

 Go to bed early, eat a healthy breakfast, and ROCK THE PSSA!  
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